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INFO. April 1950 ;

i fientiane is in a poor ecomomic position and the cost of living is high.
Smuggling goods from Theiland to Vientiane is not difficult, however, if
the right contact is made. The cost for smuggling & bicyele, for exanpls,
ig only z0 to 30 ticals, and a guarantee is given that it will arrive ot
ite destination. In addition to alr travel, thero are two ways of rezching
Vientiane from Thailand. The best route is to cross the Mekong River at
Nong Khai to Tha Dua, 30 kilometers from Vientiane., 4 bus from Tha Due
to Vientlane tekes one hour. The sceond route is from Ban Srichiengmssi,
about 30 kilometers from Nong Khal, crossing the river directly to Vieztiane.
iflowever, this routs takes longar because of the poor motor road from Nong
Khet to Ban Srichiengmai.

G Although the French have allowed the Lmctiens to edninister their omm
rovernment, they have retained control of the Military and Pinance Ministries.
According to Tag Oon, the French have vromissd to place the army directly
snder Lao conbtrol in the near future. In that event, Tao Oon feels that
hie will receive the post of Lommander of the #rmy. It is doubtful, however,
that such & change in command will occur.

B The Lmos Parliament consists of thirty members, of whom nine form the
oppogition., There are three members of Parlisment from Vientiane.

%, ‘Yhe lmck of cooperation between such Laos lesders as Tao Jon and Sin se¢ems
4o indicrte that the French polioy in Lesos ls to creste dissension between
the Leotien leaders, inducing them to compete with one amother. Prominent
jiaoctians are all aufraid of the Viebt Minh, and feel that some time in the
subure the Viet Minh will probobly control Laos. However, there is mo
avidence that there is any relation betwseen the Viet Minh and Laotian leaders,
who feel that they receive better %trestment from the French than from the
7iet Minh. The Laotien people themselves are completely obedient to thair
teaders and appear to have no active initiative.

.  “he French are suspicious of all strangers in Vientieane and make an im~-
madi: te choek on new sntrants who arouse their interest. _
the French are still watching him closely.
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On approxinately 17 April 1950, Vichien kuangkhot+ approached Tao Oon,

through the Lord layor of Nong Khai, asking him to secure french permission

for his safe return to Laocs. Tao Oon refused, fearing thut the french,
who consider Vichien dangerous and unrelieble, would not only refuse but
WU‘J%X]IX%JGCt Tao of collaboretion with Vichien.

* -:.9.@21_11’.‘ Lt. Gen. Vichien Muangkhot is the former commander of
the Free Laos forces. Vhen his funds wore exhausted he turned first
Lo the Thei Government and then t¢ the Chinese Commmnists for support.
The Communists appeared willing to work with him ouly if he were suo~
cossful in constructing a secret alrstrip along the northern Thei
border. It is known that Vichien did not go north on this mission
wheh he originally plamned. 0e may have been restrained from doing so
by the Thei Government, with which he was in contact, or for other
ressons. It now appears that Vichien has been inactive for the past
few months, that he is at the end of his resources, and wants to return
to Laos. The Viet Minh, who reportedly have the support of Prince
Souphanavong, probubly ieel they do not need Vichien. Furthermore,
since Viet Minh troops have fought on occasion with those of Vichien,
it is likely that real cooperstion between the two is impossible.
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